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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S. C. 119(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The references listed in the Information Disclosure Statement filed on January 
1 3, 2005, October 22, 2007, December 21 , 2007 and December 26, 2007 has been 
considered by the examiner (see attached PTO-1449 form). 

Drawings 

3. Figure 24 should be designated by a legend such as --Prior Art-- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 5-6, 9-19, 22-32, 35-45 and 48-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) 
as being anticipated by Seki et al. (U.S. Patent No. 7,154,534). 

Regarding claims 5, 18, 31 and 44, Seki et al. discloses a terminal (see fig 1 , 
200) comprising: 

acquisition means for acquiring composition table data by communicating with a 
composition table providing apparatus that provides the composition table data 
containing items required for a production of a video program and a variety of 
information described on a per item basis (see col. 10, lines 50-62), 

display control means for causing a display to display the composition table data 
acquired by the acquisition means (see col. 2, lines 27-33, col. 16, lines 34-37), 

input information generating means for generating information to be inputted to 
an item of the composition table data (see col. 1, lines 10-14, col. 6, lines 28-34 and col. 
16, lines 20-33), and 

input information transmitting means for transmitting the input information to the 
composition table providing apparatus (see col. 6, lines 35-43). 

Regarding claims 6, 19, 32 and 45, Seki et al. discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claims 5, 18, 31 and 44). The terminal further comprising 
composition table transmitting means for generating the composition table data 
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including the items required for the production of the video program, and transmitting 
the composition table data to the composition table providing apparatus (see col. 10, 
lines 50-62). 

Regarding claims 9, 22, 35 and 48, Seki et al. discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claims 5, 18, 31 and 44). The terminal wherein the input information 
generating means generates the input information to an item relating to one of a content 
of a video gathered or produced (image captured), and a content of an audio gathered 
or produced, in the composition table data (see col. 11, lines 6-21 ). 

Regarding claims 10, 23, 36 and 49, Seki et al. discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claims 5, 18, 31 and 44). The terminal wherein the input information 
generating means generates the input information to an item relating to editing of the 
composition table data (see col. 74, lines 19-25). 

Regarding claims 11, 24, 37 and 50, Seki et al. discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claims 5, 18, 31 and 44). The terminal wherein the input information 
generating means generates the input information representing an end of the 
information inputting to the items required in the composition table data (see col. 3, lines 
7-10). 
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Regarding claims 12, 25, 38 and 51, Seki et al. discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claims 5, 18, 31 and 44). The terminal wherein the input information 
generating means automatically generates the input information to the composition 
table data (see col. 1 1 , lines 1 0-21 ). 

Regarding claims 13, 26, 39 and 52, Seki et al. discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claims 5, 18, 31 and 44). The terminal wherein the input information 
generating means generates the input information to the composition table data in 
response to an input operation (see col. 6, lines 28-34). 

Regarding claims 14, 27, 40 and 53, Seki et al. discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claims 5, 18, 31 and 44). The terminal wherein the acquisition 
means acquires only information relating to a part of the items of the composition table 
data (see col. 29, lines 40-51). 

Regarding claims 15, 28, 41 and 54, Seki et al. discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claims 5, 18, 31 and 44). The terminal, further comprising recording 
means for recording the composition table data, acquired by the acquisition means, 
onto a recording medium (see col. 16, lines 14-19 and 62-67). 

Regarding claims 16, 29, 42 and 55, Seki et al. discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claims 5, 18, 31 and 44). The terminal further comprising recording 
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means for recording, together with video data (motion pictures) and audio data (voice) 
(see col. 2, lines 47-48 and col. 3, lines 11-16), the composition table data, acquired by 
the acquisition means, onto a recording medium (see col. 16, lines 14-19 and 62-67). 

Regarding claims 17, 30, 43 and 56, Seki et al. discloses everything claimed as 
applied above {see claims 15, 28, 41 and 54). The terminal, wherein the input 
information generating means generates input information for updating (add) the 
composition table data in the composition table providing apparatus in response to 
updating of the composition table data recorded on the recording medium (see col. 2, 
lines 54-56 and col. 18, lines 18-32). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Seki 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 7,154,534) in view of Enami (Image Processing in Program 
Production -DTTP: Desk Top Program Production). 

3. Regarding claim 1, Seki et al. discloses a video program production system 
comprising a composition table (item list) providing apparatus, and a terminal (personal 
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computer) communicable with the composition table providing apparatus (see col. 10, 
lines 36-45 and fig 1), 

wherein the composition table providing apparatus comprises: storage means for 
storing composition table data containing items required for a production of a video 
program and a variety of information described on a per item basis (see col. 2, lines 20- 
27 and figs 3A and 3B), and 

wherein the terminal (see fig 1 , 200) comprises: 

acquisition means for acquiring the composition table data by communicating 
with the composition table providing apparatus (see col. 10, lines 36 and 50-52), 

display control means for causing a display to display the composition table data 
acquired by the acquisition means (see col. 2, lines 27-33, col. 16, lines 34-37), 

input information generating means for generating information to be inputted to 
an item of the composition table data (see col. 1, lines 10-14, col. 6, lines 28-34 and col. 
16, lines 20-33), and 

input information transmitting means for transmitting the input information to the 
composition table providing apparatus (see col. 6, lines 35-43). 

However, Seki et al. fails to specifically disclose a plurality of terminal and control 
means for providing, for viewing, the composition table data to each of the terminals and 
processing information inputting from each of the terminals to the composition table 
data. 

Enami discloses a plurality of terminal (see fig 1 (24)) and control means for 
providing, for viewing, the composition table data to each of the terminals and 
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processing information inputting from each of the terminals to the composition table 
data (see page 3, lines 4-1 1 ). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Seki et al.'s invention with the above 
mentioned limitation as taught by Enami for the advantage of easily and properly 
performing different task within video program production. 

Regarding claim 2, Seki discloses a composition table providing apparatus 
comprising: storage means for storing composition table data containing items required 
for a production of a video program and a variety of information described on a per item 
basis (see col. 2, lines 20-27 and figs 3A and 3B). 

However, Seki et al. fails to specifically disclose control means for providing, for 
viewing, the composition table data to each of communication terminals and processing 
information inputting from each of the terminals to the composition table data. 

Enami discloses control means for providing, for viewing, the composition table 
data to each of the terminals and processing information inputting from each of the 
terminals to the composition table data (see page 3, lines 4-11). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Seki et al.'s invention with the above 
mentioned limitation as taught by Enami for the advantage of easily and properly 
performing different task within video program production. 
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Regarding claim 3, Seki et al. and Enami discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claim 2). Seki et al. discloses the composition table providing 
apparatus (see fig 1 (200) and fig 3A and 3B)). Enami discloses wherein, in response 
to inputting of particular information from one of the terminals to the composition table 
data, the control means performs a process of transmitting notice information to another 
terminal (see page 5, lines 21 -page 6, line 5). 

Regarding claim 4, Seki et al. and Enami discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claim 2). Seki et al. discloses the composition table providing 
apparatus (see fig 1 (200) and fig 3A and 3B)). Enami discloses wherein, in response 
to inputting of particular information from one of the plurality of terminals to the 
composition table data, the control means performs a process of transmitting notice 
information to another terminal (see page 5, lines 21 -page 6, line 5). 

4. Claims 7-8, 20-21, 33-34 and 46-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Seki et al. (U.S. Patent No. 7,154,534) as applied to claims 5, 
18, 31 and 44 above, and further in view of Enami (Image Processing in Program 
Production -DTTP: Desk Top Program Production). 

Regarding claims 7, 20, 33 and 46, Seki et al. discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claims 5, 18, 31 and 44). Seki et al. discloses terminal with input 
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information generating means (see col. 1, lines 10-14, col. 6, lines 28-34 and col. 16, 
lines 20-33). 

However, Seki et al. fails to specifically disclose input information to an item 
relating to one of a material gathering instruction and a production instruction in the 
system. 

Enami discloses input information to an item relating to one of a material 
gathering instruction and a production instruction (program production information) in 
the system (see page 3, lines 8-11). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Seki et al.'s invention with the above 
mentioned limitation as taught by Enami for the advantage of easily and properly 
performing different task within video program production. 

Regarding claims 8, 21, 34 and 47, Seki et al. discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claims 5, 18, 31 and 44). Seki et al. discloses terminal with input 
information generating means (see col. 1, lines 10-14, col. 6, lines 28-34 and col. 16, 
lines 20-33). 

However, Seki et al. fails to specifically disclose input information to an item 
relating to one of a material gathering instruction and a production instruction in the 
system. 
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Enami discloses input information to an item relating to one of a material 
gathering instruction and a production instruction (program production information) in 
the system (see page 3, lines 8-11). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Seki et al.'s invention with the above 
mentioned limitation as taught by Enami for the advantage of easily and properly 
performing different task within video program production. 

Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Gonsalves et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,571 ,255) discloses means for editing digital 

media. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nnenna N. Ekpo whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1663. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 AM-5:00 PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Pendleton can be reached on 571-272-7527. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

NNE/nne 
March 14, 2008. 

/Brian T. Pendleton/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



